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2021-2030

Steely Limbs

The titanium and ceramics of older
artificial joints have given way to
strong new materials that merge
with the body’s tissues. Advanced

Drug-resistant mi-
crobes evolve faster
than new antibiotics
appear. From 1982 to

2002, drug-resistant staph infec-
tions jumped 1100 percent.

Limit the use of anti-
biotics. Hard-to-cure infections
boom in hospitals and on sports

2031-2040

Cancer-Killing Bots

By the fourth decade of the century,
nanotechnology breakthroughs have
made the lymphatic system navigable
for tiny robots that course through our

20.4

PERCENTAGE OF
AMERICANS WHO
ARE 65-PLUS YEARS
YOUNG IN 2040.

2041-2050

The Superbrain

(65 1S THE NEW 25.)

prosthetics for amputees trans-
mit sensations and receive motor
commands from the brain—truly
replacing missing limbs. And bionic
nerves, first developed to stimulate
the muscles of paralyzed patients

bodies on search-and-destroy missions. IT WAS 12 PERCENT
Tumors, bacteria and viruses are on IN 2006.

Mind-controlled machines and the
ability to upload memories to a

hard drive have become reality by
midcentury. The technology can be
traced back to early cochlear im-
plants to restore hearing, and to brain

teams partly because of the heavy
use of these medications.

(ALMOST)

The Census Bureau says life spans will
climb nearly 10 years in the next half-
century. We think that’s just the beginning.

decline to 16.5 billion packs a year,
from a peak of 31.5 billion in 1980.
Smoking was at its most wide-
spread back in 1960 (above).

and diagnose incipient diseases—
wirelessly transmitting data to our
health-care coordinators. Power may

TANKLESS DIVERS STAY
UNDERWATER 90 MIN-
UTES ON A SINGLE BREATH

and prevent atrophy, now connect come from chemical batteries, but

the hit list. The bots also deliver drugs
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implants that allowed quadriplegics
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